Commissioner Peter McLaughlin

District 4

Hennepin County Board of Commissioners

A2400 Government Center
300 South Sixth Street
Minneapolis, MN  55487
Dear Commissioner McLaughlin:

I would like to express my thanks to you, Hennepin Community Works, and the County Board for your efforts in the preservation and reuse of the abandoned Upper Post buildings at historic Fort Snelling. The Upper Post has played such an important role in Minnesota’s history and it is distressing to see how much the buildings have deteriorated in recent years, with some now on the verge of total collapse. We must act quickly to save these national treasures before they are lost forever. 

Your foresight in recognizing the historic and architectural value of these properties and their potential for redevelopment and economic revitalization has been critical in the progress made to date. The allocation of BRAC funding to complete a land use study and the availability of County funds for market analysis, infrastructure studies and stabilization are all important elements of a strategy that can make the Upper Post a useful and vital part of Minnesota’s future. 
While there have been great strides made recently, there is still a long way to go. I strongly urge you to challenge the Hennepin County Board of Commissions to continue their support for the preservation of the Upper Post and to assist Hennepin Community Works as they search for funding sources to stabilize the buildings and explore reuse alternatives.
Sincerely,

