The Honorable Keith Ellison
United States House of Representatives
1130 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2305
Dear Representative Ellison:
I realize you’re new to your post and you have issues that are more pressing on your schedule.  But I wanted to bring to your attention the condition of a site in your district, Fort Snelling Upper Post.
We’re working hard to bring about the preservation and reuse of the abandoned Upper Post buildings at historic Fort Snelling. The Upper Post has played such an important role in Minnesota’s history and it is distressing to see how much the buildings have deteriorated in recent years, with one already collapsed and others on the verge of total collapse. We must act quickly to save these national treasures before they are lost forever. 

Recently an application was submitted for $300,000 from the Save America’s Treasures (SAT) program. An SAT allocation will be a critical component of the $575,000 needed to stabilize the buildings and prevent any further damage, providing Hennepin County and other agencies the necessary time to find an appropriate and sympathetic reuse for these buildings. 

I strongly urge you to continue your support for the preservation of the Upper Post and to assist Hennepin County as they search for state, county, and other funding sources to stabilize the buildings and explore reuse alternatives that will allow the Upper Post to remain a useful and vital part of Minnesota’s future.
Sincerely,

